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Overall
objective

The course uses perspectives from economics to dive into the
transnational aspects of public economics. It pays particular attention to
the provision of international public goods (e.g. climate, labour and
environmental standards, cross-border financial and tax regulations, etc.)
at the international level.

What are the public sector implications of the increase in cross-border
flows of capital, labour, goods, and services, and the increasing
prevalence of multinational firms? In particular, what are the implications
for public budgets, fiscal policies, state aid, regulation, and provision of
public goods? The course takes an economic perspective on these and
similar questions. In doing so, it prepares students for operating in
environments where policy decisions are both shaping and being shaped
by the international economy and how public goods are produced and
regulated.

The teaching alternates between lectures, exercises, and other case work.
Typically, lecturers will introduce the topic and a case after which the
students will work in groups towards solving a practical or theoretical
problem. A variety of teaching formats are applied, including simulation
exercises.

During the course, students will prepare, in groups, an independent
synopsis drawing on the common curriculum and their own additional
readings with an outset in a number of topics that are offered by
instructors at mid-term.

Detailed
description of
content

Public economics is traditionally understood as the study of government
policy through the lens of economic efficiency and equity. In our
conceptualization, international public economics is the study of
international regulation and governance through those same lenses of
efficiency and equity. We take point of departure in Dani Rodrik’s work
on the Economics of Globalization, linking it to the notion of Liberal
Economic Order. Many scholars and analysts see the post-WW2
economic order as increasingly challenged, both by the rise of various
forms of anti-establishment politics (Trump, Brexit etc), by the rise of
China and by various other authoritarian regimes. In Rodrik’s analysis,
the emergence of these challenges were to large extent predictable
outcomes of the move from the moderate globalization of the Bretton
Woods regime to the hyperglobalization of the 1990s and 2000s.



Against this backdrop, this course: • Provides on overview of the history
and configuration of the liberal economic order • Articulates the relation
between liberal economic order and open economy macroeconomics in
general, and the Washington consensus in particular • Outlines the
process of hyperglobalization, with a particular focus on international
trade • Discusses reforms which could enhance the political and economic
sustainability of a peaceful, globally integrated world economy • Relates
these developments to the key cross-border public goods that are at stake;
such as financial stability, a stable atmosphere & peace

Course
material and
Reading list

The following three books are used across many lectures as background
readings combined with journal articles and specialized reports from
international organisations and similar (we refer to the course’s Moodle
pages for references to the latter):

CORE (2017) The Economy (OUP). The book is available online. Please
note that there might also be additional readings for individual sessions.

Rodrik, D (2011). The globalization paradox. Oxford University Press.

Sawyer, W. C., & Sprinkle, R. L. (2020). Applied international
economics. Routledge.

Overall plan
and expected
work effort

The course is mandatory and counts towards 10 ECTS points,
corresponding to a total of 270 work hours. It is expected that the work
effort is divided as follows – with 50% in (1) and 25% towards (2) and
(3) respectively: (1) reading and class preparation including revision;

(2) participation in classes and with exercises working in small groups;
and

(3) elaboration of synopsis individually or in small groups.

Preparing and class preparation involves reading the announced curricula,
but here it is also important that students after each class revise the
curricula and reflect upon the content of the exercise or in-class activity in
relation to the curricula.

During the class sessions students are expected to work creatively and in
collaboration in small groups to come up with inventive, original and
individually designed and composed solutions to the exercises.



Around mid-term students are asked to actively engage in elaboration and
design of their own synopsis, working in small groups or individually.
The students are expected to consult and tie with their course convenors
and co-students towards developing and designing their curricula.

The exam is a synopsis exam comprising a written product of maximum
9,600 characters. The synopsis shall take outset in one or several of the
topics covered in the course, but it is also expected that students’ develop
their synopsis beyond the standard curricula within each topic.

A successful exam result rests on a combined student effort within each
of the three main spheres of work as described and detailed out above on
the course in International Public Economics.

See inspiration to activity forms here and ETCS declaration here.

Format Campus

Evaluation
and feedback

The activity is evaluated regularly based on the study board's evaluation
procedure. The responsible for the activity will be informed of any
evaluation of the activity at the start of the semester. See link to the study
board's evaluation practice here: https://intra.ruc.dk/fileadmin/assets/ise/
Undervisning/Evaluation_procedures_at_ISE.pdf

Programme
ASSESSMENT

Overall
learning
outcomes

• To apply theoretical key concepts in the field of public finances
(public goods, efficiency, equity, monetary policy, taxation, tax
spill-over, climate policy, etc.).

• To acquire research-based knowledge of how activities
transcending public administration and policy boundaries
(especially regionalisation and globalisation) affect these key
concepts.

• To identify, analyse, and discuss interactions between national
and transnational market-based and public regulatory
mechanisms and interventions that may impact on central
outcomes of and for policies and with a focus on the public
sphere of interest.



• To analyse and assess the impact of different regulatory
mechanisms and policy interventions on the economy at different
levels and for different spheres of interests/stakeholders.

Form of
examination

Individual oral exam based on group product.

Permitted group size: 2-3 students.

The character limit of the written product is maximum 9,600 characters,
including spaces.
The character limits include the cover, table of contents, bibliography,
figures and other illustrations, but exclude any appendices.

Time allowed for the exam including time used for assessment: 30
minutes.

The students are examined separately.

The assessment is an assessment of the oral examination. The written
product(s) is not part of the assessment..

Permitted support and preparation materials for the oral exam: All.

Assessment: 7-point grading scale.
Moderation: External examiner.

Form of Re-
examination Samme som ordinær eksamen / same form as ordinary exam

Type of
examination
in special
cases

Examination
and
assessment
criteria
(implemented)

Explain and elaborate on different concepts as they apply in the
individual or combined spheres of the international and public economy.

Apply theory and ideas from international public economics towards
deepening our understanding of specific and exemplary cases from the
field.

Compare the lessons, explanations and implication of applying different
theoretical lenses towards analysing specific problems of an international
public economic nature.



Critically assess and evaluate the assumptions underlying different
theories and empirical applications in the field of international public
economics

Present public policy briefings and recommendations related with
international public economic problems and issues.

In this exam, the use of generative AI (GenAI) tools is allowed as per the
university's guidelines for the use of AI. Specifically, the following points
must be observed: • When using GenAI tools, you must include a
description of the purpose of using GenAI and which GenAI are used and
how they have used. The description is assessed the same way as other
methodology sections regarding the use of relevant literature, course’s
general learning objectives, and assessment criteria. • Text copied from
GenAI chats must be quoted the same way as citations from other texts.
The citations and your demonstrated ability to interpret, evaluate and
critically assess them is part of the overall assessment of the exam. Please
consider including the prompt in a footnote to the citation if you find it
relevant to demonstrate your description and analysis of the subject
matter. • Ordinary spell checking and other language suggestions as
known from Word or other word processing programs are allowed
without declaration.

Exam code(s) Exam code(s) : U60139

Course days:

Hold: 1

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 12-09-2025 10:15 til
12-09-2025 12:00

location 03.1-s21 - auditorie b (80)
Teacher Camilla Jensen ( camje@ruc.dk )



Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 19-09-2025 10:15 til
19-09-2025 12:00

location 02.1-031 - geofagsal 02 (70)
Teacher Camilla Jensen ( camje@ruc.dk )

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 26-09-2025 10:15 til
26-09-2025 12:00

forberedelsesnorm ikke valgt
forberedelsesnorm D-VIP ikke valgt
location 03.1-s21 - auditorie b (80)
Teacher Camilla Jensen ( camje@ruc.dk )

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 03-10-2025 10:15 til
03-10-2025 12:00

forberedelsesnorm ikke valgt
forberedelsesnorm D-VIP ikke valgt
location 25.3-005 - teorirum 25.3 (80)
Teacher Camilla Jensen ( camje@ruc.dk )

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 10-10-2025 10:15 til
10-10-2025 12:00

location 25.3-005 - teorirum 25.3 (80)
Teacher Camilla Jensen ( camje@ruc.dk )

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 17-10-2025 10:15 til
17-10-2025 12:00

location 25.3-005 - teorirum 25.3 (80)
Teacher Camilla Jensen ( camje@ruc.dk )



Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 24-10-2025 10:15 til
24-10-2025 12:00

location 25.3-005 - teorirum 25.3 (80)
Teacher Camilla Jensen ( camje@ruc.dk )

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 28-10-2025 10:15 til
28-10-2025 12:00

location 03.1-s03 - auditorie a (120)
Teacher Laust Schouenborg ( lausts@ruc.dk )

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 28-10-2025 13:15 til
28-10-2025 15:00

location 03.1-s03 - auditorie a (120)
Teacher Laust Schouenborg ( lausts@ruc.dk )

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 31-10-2025 10:15 til
31-10-2025 12:00

location 25.3-005 - teorirum 25.3 (80)
Teacher Louison Cahen-Fourot ( lcahenfo@ruc.dk )

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 07-11-2025 10:15 til
07-11-2025 12:00

location 03.1-s21 - auditorie b (80)
Teacher Louison Cahen-Fourot ( lcahenfo@ruc.dk )

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 14-11-2025 10:15 til
14-11-2025 12:00

forberedelsesnorm ikke valgt
forberedelsesnorm D-VIP ikke valgt



location 25.3-005 - teorirum 25.3 (80)
Teacher Louison Cahen-Fourot ( lcahenfo@ruc.dk )

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 05-12-2025 10:15 til
05-12-2025 12:00

forberedelsesnorm ikke valgt
forberedelsesnorm D-VIP ikke valgt
location 25.2-005 - teorirum 25.2 (80)
Teacher Louison Cahen-Fourot ( lcahenfo@ruc.dk )

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 12-12-2025 10:15 til
12-12-2025 12:00

forberedelsesnorm ikke valgt
forberedelsesnorm D-VIP ikke valgt
location 25.2-005 - teorirum 25.2 (80)
Teacher Louison Cahen-Fourot ( lcahenfo@ruc.dk )

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 19-12-2025 09:00 til
19-12-2025 10:00

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 12-01-2026 08:15 til
16-01-2026 18:00

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 05-02-2026 09:00 til
05-02-2026 10:00

Mandatory Course 3: International Public Economics

time 12-02-2026 08:15 til
13-02-2026 18:00
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